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Madan Gopal Singh, a composer, vocalist, and poet for the musical
group "Chaar Yaar". See page 25 for event details.
Arno Kamolika, a Bharatanatyam artist and instructor with the Asta
Alliance. See page 21 for event details.
Mir Mukhtiyar Ali, a vocalist who represents a generations-long
lineage of Mirasi folk musicians in Rajasthan. See page 38 for event
details.

THE CENTRE

The Centre for India and South Asia Research (CISAR) promotes
interdisciplinary research related to South Asia, disseminating knowledge
through seminars, lectures, and conferences. The Centre also seeks to
create and promote institutional and scholar-to-scholar linkages between
UBC and institutions in South Asia and beyond, and between UBC and
South Asian communities in British Columbia. CISAR is part of the Institute
of Asian Research within UBC's School of Public Policy of Global Affairs.
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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
The 2019-2020 academic year was eventful in a literal sense—in that it was full of events at CISAR—but was
also unprecedented in terms of what occurred, and how CISAR was compelled to respond. The advent of the
Covid-19 pandemic led to the cessation of in-person classes and public events at UBC in the middle of March
and the transition online; CISAR cancelled its remaining events and hosted an online musical and performance
series with the Indian Classical Music Society of Vancouver, led by Akhil Jobanputra, whose two-year-long
tenure as CISAR’s Program Assistant ended in summer 2020. Online delivery continued, allowing CISAR
to continue to engage with the world around us, as well as the scholarship that we need to understand and
engage with it. That is CISAR’s mandate.
Even before the pandemic, events around the world, and in India in particular, demanded a response.
The change made to the status of Kashmir in August 2019, and the months-long lockdown in the region
that followed, inspired two events in November 2019 that attempted to enhance understanding of these
developments, their context, and their significance: a film screening and conversation with filmmaker Sanjay
Kak, and a talk by anthropologist Mona Bhan on the topic “Infrastructures of Occupation: Dams, Development,
and the Politics of Integration in Kashmir.” In February 2020, CISAR joined with the IAR to host two events
to address the Citizenship Amendment Act, and the massive protests that followed its passage, again in the
effort to provide an opportunity for the UBC community to engage with these ongoing developments. More
recently, CISAR hosted two events in August 2020 meant to engage with the Black Lives Matter movement:
to enable critical discussion of racism in broad terms, as well as critical reflection on how South Asian
solidarity with Black Lives can be enacted. The name of that series—“Engaging Today”—represents an ongoing
commitment at CISAR to critical scholarly engagement with the issues of our times, in relation to South Asian
and South Asian Canadian communities. Despite how this may sound, this is not only about “current events.”
Dr. Bonar Buffam’s November talk on ”Law, Empire and the Institutional Conditions of Sikh Citizenship in
British Columbia, 1900-1947” demonstrated in historical terms the urgency of thinking about race and power
in the Canadian context.
It was a significant year in other terms as well: the 550th anniversary of the birth of the founding Guru of
the Sikh tradition, Guru Nanak, and the 35th anniversary of the anti-Sikh violence in 1984 took place in Fall
2019. Each of these important events inspired CISAR programming: in honour of the Guru’s birth anniversary,
a concert in October by the Delhi-based musical ensemble “Chaar Yaar,” and in November a talk on Guru
Nanak’s poetic vision by Nikky-Guninder Kaur SIngh (Colby College). “Patterns of Political Violence,” held on
November 4, engaged with the anniversary of anti-Sikh violence in Delhi and other urban centres in North
India in 1984 by drawing connections between that violence to anti-minority political violence before and
since. The event featured a film on the anti-Sikh violence by Teenaa Kaur, and an important film by Nakul
Sawhney on the 2013 anti-Muslim violence in Muzaffarnagar U.P. that is generally thought to have helped
propel the BJP to power in the 2014 Indian general election. Journalist Neha Dixit presented her work on
Hindu nationalist indoctrination campaigns within Adivasi (Tribal) communities. Dr. Kamal Arora and
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journalist/editor Gurpreet Singh added their perspectives. Taken in aggregate, the different elements of
the event enabled consideration of the connections among minoritized communities in India, and the ways
political violence has been enacted in different ways among them. Heba Ahmed’s and Suraj Yengde's talks
in October can be seen to add yet further dimensions to this. The support of the UBC Research Cluster, the
Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster, helped make many of these events possible.
The Arts are, and always must be, a commitment at CISAR, and in 2019-2020 Dr. M.V. Ramana (CISAR
Executive Committee member) and myself co-convened a seminar at Green College that celebrated South
Asian performance and music. This, along with a conference on “Shastra aur Prayoga: Intersections between
Text and Practice in Indian classical performing arts,” added a multi-dimensional, multi-modal perspective
on the arts to CISAR programming. To this, we can add two events on public health, and a talk by Nehru
Humanitarian Award winner Rudri Bhatt on her research on agricultural waste burning in Punjab in March
2020; the latter showed vividly the ways in which science, policy, and multi-disciplinary social science
research must come together to address real-world problems. One of CISAR’s strengths is its ability to engage
multiple disciplinary perspectives for a broad community.
It has been a pleasure serving as Director of CISAR this last year, and as Co-Director for the two prior years.
Although the Centre is entering a period of transition, due to the Covid-19 pandemic and leadership changes
in the School for Public Policy and Global Affairs, CISAR will remain an important place for South Asia at UBC.
I look forward to seeing what comes next.

An n e Mu r p h y
C I SA R D i rector

Anne Murphy (Ph.D. Columbia) served as Director of the Centre for
India and South Asia Research from July 1, 2019 to August 31, 2020, and
as Co-Director with Professor Sara Shneiderman from 2017-2019. She
teaches in the Departments of Asian Studies and History at UBC, and
before taking a year-long study leave in 2021 served as Associate Dean
in the Faculty of Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies from 2018-2020.
She is a cultural historian whose work focuses on the Punjab region
(India & Pakistan) and the Punjabi Diaspora, with interests in language
and literary cultures, religious community formations, oral history,
commemoration, material culture, and historiography. Current research
concerns modern Punjabi cultural production in the Indian and Pakistani
Punjabs and in the Diaspora, and the early modern history of Punjabi's emergence as a literary language. She
has published one monograph, one edited and one co-edited volumes, three guest-edited or co-edited journal
special issues, numerous book chapters, and articles in History and Theory, Studies in Canadian Literature,

South Asian History and Culture, the Journal of the American Academy of Religion, the Journal of the Royal
Asiatic Society, and other journals. Her book-length translation of the short stories of Punjabi-language writer
Zubair Ahmed, Grieving for Pigeons: Twelve Stories of Lahore , is due out in 2021 (delayed by the Covid-19
pandemic).
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Anne Murphy
Director, Centre for India and South Asia Research; Associate Professor,
Departments of Asian Studies/History

Nemkumar Banthia
Professor and Distinguished University Scholar, Department of Civil
Engineering

Sebastian Prange
Assistant Professor in Department of History

M.V. Ramana
Professor and Simons Chair in Disarmament, Global and Human Security at Liu
Institute for Global Issues

Sara Shneiderman
Associate Professor, Department of Anthropology and the School of Public
Policy and Global Affairs/Institute of Asian Research

Sunera Thobani
Associate Professor, Department of Asian Studies and Institute for Gender,
Race, Sexuality and Social Justice
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RESEARCH ASSOCIATES

Vidyut Aklujkar
Indic belles lettres in General and Saint Poetry; Particularly Marathi, Hindi, English and
Sanskrit; Creative Writing and Translation of Literature; Religious Studies/Philosophy
Sanzida Habib
Mental Health among South Asian Immigrants in Canada
Vijaya Jammi
Post-colonial English Indian Literature
Raghavendra Rao K.V.
Contemporary Visual Art; Visual and Material Culture; Performance Art, and Performance
Studies
Douglas Ober
History of South Asian Religions; Buddhism in Modern India, Himalayas, and Tibet; Buddhist
“modernity”; British Empire and Colonialism; Transnational Movements, Globalization;
Ethnicity; Caste; Dalit Studies
Rina Pradhan
Reproductive Health of Women in Canada and Nepal; Microbiology Community Coordinator,
Childbirth in BC Research at Dept. of Family Practice, Midwifery Program
Habiba Zaman
Immigrants, settlement and work in Canada; Global south and Social Justice Movements;
Gender and Development; Globalization and Labour Mobility; Race, Gender and Class;
South Asia
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In this section we provide an overview of UBC programs and
initiatives related to South Asia.
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SOUTH ASIA AT UBC

Th e re i s a s t ro n g S o u t h A s i a n p re s e n c e w i t h i n t h e U B C s t u d e n t b o d y, a t
approximately 10% in 2019 (AMS 2019 Academic Experience Survey Report). This
reflects a demographic reality in Canada overall: speakers of South Asian languages
comprise approximately 4% of the population of Canada, and 7% of the population
of British Columbia.
Research and teaching on South Asia is located in diverse Faculties and Departments
across UBC. The Faculty of Arts holds the greatest concentration of expertise
regarding South Asia and South Asian Canada. Notable among them is the
Department of Asian Studies, which is the premiere department in Canada dedicated
to the study of Asia, and is responsible for teaching a wide range of languages and
their literatures, cultural history, and linguistics. Faculty with interests in South Asia
are well represented in the Department, and more than 3600 students enrolled in
South Asia-related content classes in the Department in the last five years. Punjabi
Studies occupies a central place in the Department’s South Asia program—reflecting
the numerical dominance of Canadians of Punjabi heritage in BC and in Canada—and
represents one of the largest and longest standing Punjabi-language programs in the
world, outside of South Asia: the Department offers a full four-year Punjabi language
program. Hindi and Urdu also have a strong footing in the Department, as does
Sanskrit. Persian—both with a focus on historical Indo-Persian cultural production,
and that spoken in present-day Iran—is also a particular strength. Nepali and
Tibetan are taught through special summer intensive, community engaged language
learning programs in collaboration with the UBC Himalaya Program, with Tibetan
also offered year-round. Other Departments in the Faculty of Arts with strong South
Asia faculty expertise include the Departments of History and Anthropology, as well
as the new School of Public Policy and Global Affairs, within which CISAR is housed.
As is reflected in CISAR’s Executive Committee and programming, faculty with South
Asia interests are found across the University: Applied Science; Forestry; the School
for Population and Public Health; the Institute for Resources, Environment and
Sustainability; Medicine and others. The Centre for India and South Asia Research
operates as a hub, bringing faculty and students from diverse Faculties together for
programs and events, and for opportunities such as the Centre’s annual graduate
student conference support and the Nehru Humanitarian Award, described in this
Report on page 16.
7

RECENT
WORK IN
THE FIELD

MPPGA Field Experiences

India’s geographical, cultural and linguistic diversity has
provided a rich learning opportunity for students and
Faculty members of UBC. This could not be more evident
than when students of the Master of Public Policy and
Global Affairs (MPPGA) program worked with various
organizations in India as part of their Capstone Project.
From the very first year of the program in 2016, the
MPPGA program has sent multiple teams of graduate
students to India to work with a variety of institutions
including two NGOs, a social enterprise, a think tank
and a Government Department. Here is a summary of
the work and learning opportunities that the students
benefited from:
2016: Sub-K i-transactions Ltd is a social enterprise
that pioneered the use of digital transactions to improve
financial inclusion among the vulnerable segments of
the population. A team of MPPGA students studied SubK’s business model and identified policy opportunities
a n d co n s t ra i n t s t h a t i m p a c te d t h e i r g row t h . Th ey
focussed on the role played by a new cadre of players
called Business Correspondents and offered a set of
recommendations that would build their capacity and
accountability towards their clients.
2017: (i) Aga Khan Rural Support Program (India) is
a well-known NGO that promotes community driven
natural resource management programs. A team of
MPPGA students studied their agriculture development
program with special focus on sustainable agriculture
practices among the Indigenous people of Gujarat State.
Of particular interest was the use of solar powered
irrigation systems.
( i i ) I n te r n a t i o n a l Co o p e ra t i ve A l l i a n ce i s a g l o b a l
advocacy group that provides capacity building and
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Photos courtesy of Dr. Shashi Enarth.

technical support to state agencies to promote strong
cooperative institutions. The Regional office in New
Delhi invited a team of MPPGA students to study
the state of cooperatives in India and suggest policy
reforms that can create an enabling environment for
these organizations to become robust democratic
people’s institutions.
2018: Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB)
a n d G ove r n m e n t o f G u j a ra t : At t h e i nv i t a t i o n o f
the AIIB, a team of MPPGA students assisted the
Public Works Department of Gujarat government to
strengthen the social safeguard policies with special
attention to gender inequalities during and after large
infrastructure projects are implemented. The team
visited various road construction sites to understand
the formal and informal institutions that often exclude
women’s participation in the design, implementation
and use of rural roads.
2019: Gram Gaurav Sansthan (GGS) and Rajiv Gandhi
Institute of Contemporary Studies (RGICS). A team
of MPPGA students worked with GGS and RGICS to
examine the policy making process that shapes large
rural development programs in the western State of
Rajasthan. The team was asked to find an answer to
one of the most ubiquitous question faced by policy
professionals: What are the barriers to sound evidence
based policy making process? The team offered an
advocacy strategy that GGS and RGICS could build
on when they lobby the state government for policy
reforms that incorporates proven implementation
practices that GGS has demonstrated over the years.

Photos courtesy of Dr. Shashi Enarth.
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HEALTH
RESEARCH
AT UBC

Maternal and Infant Health Canada's Research

Maternal and Infant Health Canada (MIHCan) is a UBC collaborative focusing on the improvement of the
health and lives of women and children in India and Canada. Founded and led by Dr. Farah Shroff of UBC’s
School of Population and Public Health, the organization hosts webinars, events, and other presentations
throughout the year to open dialogues and explore topics related to maternal and infant health. These topics
range from broader themes such as empowering girls, social justice movements, and women's human rights
and safety from violence; to narrower topics that have focused on Vancouver’s Sexual Reproductive Health
Awareness Day, and the use of Ayurveda to reduce maternal mortality and morbidity in India. Close-knit and
intimate learning sessions are vital in MIHCan’s work, strengthening the bridges between Canada and India,
scholars and the community, and students to new ideas.

Photos courtesy of Dr. Farah Shroff.
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20192020
SERIES

Mehfil Series at Green College

CISAR Director Dr. Anne Murphy and CISAR Executive Committee
Member Dr. M.V. Ramana co-convened a series at Green College
entitled: Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia.
The series was the first of its kind at Green College, bringing the
musical and performance traditions of South Asia to the Coach
House.
In Urdu and Hindi, Mehfil is a term used for an intimate gathering
that features an art performance, such as music, poetry or dance.
The Mehfil series brought performers and scholars to campus to
allow faculty, students, and staff to explore a few South Asian
musical and performance traditions, and the texts they draw
on. Through the series, we engaged with scholars and local
performers, and brought in two sets of performers from South
Asia, to explore the popular and the classical, the religious and
the secular.
The Mehfil series was made possible through the generous
support of Green College and the Cecil H. and Ida Green Visiting
Professorship, in partnership with the Indian Classical Music
Society of Vancouver and the ASTA Alliance for Indian classical
dance.

Ashvini Sundaram, a Bharatanatyam
artist. See pg. 21 for event details.

Arijit Mahalanabis performing after the Shastra Aur Prayog conference. See pg. 27 for event details.
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20192021

PROJECT

The Punjabi in BC Oral History Project

Over the course of 2019-21, the UBC Punjabi in BC Oral History project is documenting the history of the
Punjabi language in BC, and the lives and activities of the people who made it happen, focusing on teachers
and institutions where Punjabi has been taught, and on writers who have written in the language and built
institutions to support Punjabi language and literature. The project is linked to Dr. Anne Murphy’s ongoing
SSHRC-funded research on modern Punjabi language and literature, and involves undergraduate students
as interviewers and filmmakers. It is made possible by the Punjabi Studies Oral History Research and
Program Development Project, 2019-2021, funded by UBC’s Office of the Vice President for Research and
Innovation, through their Program for Undergraduate Research Experience (PURE).

Individuals interviewed in 2019 for the PURE Punjabi in BC Oral History project include
(pictured here, from top left to bottom right) educators Harinder Dhahan, Aman Dosanjh,
Jasbir Singh Gandham, and Sadhu Binning.
Research was suspended in March 2020 due to Covid-19 and will recommence in 2021.
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JUN 28-29
2019
CONFERENCE

The Politics and Pathways of Return:
Trans-regional perspectives on a Buddhist homeland

O n J u n e 2 8 -2 9, 2 01 9, C I SA R Re s e a rc h A ss o c i a te
Doug Ober co-organized (with David Geary, UBCOkanagan and Sraman Mukherjee, Ashoka University)
a scholarly workshop at UBC entitled the “The Politics
and Pathways of Return: Trans-regional perspectives
on a Buddhist Homeland.” For two days, a group of
scholars from nine countries gathered at UBC to
explore the diverse ways in which India and Nepal have
both functioned and been imagined as a homeland for
Buddhists across the globe, both in the present and in
the past.

I n a d d i t i o n t o C I S A R , w h i c h s p o n s o re d t h e
closing keynote lecture by Dr. Anne Blackburn
(Cornell University), the event was made possible
by a Connection Grant from the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council (SSHRC) of
Canada, with supporting funds from The Robert
H. N. Ho Family Foundation Program in Buddhism
and the Contemporary Society, Community,
Culture and Global Studies Departments at UBCOkanagan, and the Tianzhu Network for the
Study of Buddhist Cultures.

David Geary,

Douglas Ober,

Sraman Mukherjee,

Assistant Professor at

CISAR Research Associate

Assistant Professor at

at Cornell University,

UBC-O & Conference co-

& Conference co-organizer

Ashoka University, &

& Conference Keynote

Conference co-organizer

Lecturer

organizer

Anne Blackburn, Professor
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OCT
2019

WORKSHOP &
LECTURE

Lineages of the Present in Early Modern South Asia:
Lecture & Scholarly Workshop
On October 11th, Dr. Shahzad Bashir, the Aga
Khan Professor of Islamic Humanities at Brown
University, delivered a public lecture entitled
"Imagining Time in India: Persian Chroniclers and
their Interpreters." Dr. Bashir's lecture offered a
fresh and stimulating look at the large corpus of
Persian-language historical chronicles that were
written in many parts of South Asia during the
second millennium CE. He pointed out that within
this corpus one encounters many different ways
of conceiving the unfolding of historical time.
Some chroniclers, for instance, chose to begin
their historical narratives in Indian antiquity
before Persianate courtly culture had arrived in the
subcontinent. In colonial times, however, historians
ignored the diverse ways of imagining time found
in these chronicles and instead used them to
construct a narrative of Muslim India that unfolded
along a narrowly conceived Islamic chronology.
Dr. Bashir's lecture was followed on October 12th
by a workshop entitled "Lineages of the Present in
Early Modern South Asia" that brought together a
group of scholars from UBC and other universities
to discuss their own research on related themes.
Organized by the Interdisciplinary Histories Research
Cluster with the Early Modern History Cluster in the
Department of History, and co-sponsored by CISAR
and the Department of Asian Studies.

“Babur Riding a Raft from Kunar Back to Atar.”
Zahir al-Din Muhammad Babur (1483-1530) (Author).
Manuscript dated to 10th century AH/AD 16th century
( M u g h a l ) . A c q u i re d b y H e n r y Wa l t e r s , B a l t i m o re
[date and mode of acquisition unknown]; Walters
Art Museum, 1931, by bequest. Acquisition number:
W.596.17B
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20192020

HIGHLIGHT

Founding of the Canadian South Asian Studies Association

In December 2019, the Canadian South Asian Studies
Association was officially incorporated. This new
scholarly association was founded after a CISARh o s te d m e e t i n g ( f u n d e d by a SS H RC Co n n e c t i o n
Grant) in June 2019 in association with the Congress
of the Humanities and Social Sciences, which was
held at UBC that year. The meeting at UBC brought
together scholars and students from across Canada for
formal presentations and informal discussion about the
potential role of a scholarly body—based in Canada—
dedicated to promoting the study of South Asia and
South Asian Canadian Studies. A new Listserv was
founded, “CSASA-L,” that is hosted by Athabasca
University, that has more than 100 registrations at
the time of writing this Report. An interim Steering
Committee was convened, composed of Dr. Andrea
Pinkney (McGill University), who played a key logistical
role in the initiative in its formative stages; CISAR’s
Director in 2019-20, Dr. Anne Murphy; Dr. Ajay Rao
(University of Toronto); Dr. Karen Ruffle (University of
Toronto); and Dr. Shandip Saha (Athabasca University).
In June 2020, CSASA was officially accepted as a member
of the Federation for the Humanities and social sciences. While the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic did not allow
initial plans to organize a meeting for Congress 2020 to materialize, the Association plans to organize an annual or
bi-annual meeting in association with Congress in the coming years. The Association is open for new members, who
will be invited to take part in an open election in 2021 for offices in the Association.
Scholars and students with research interests in South Asia are invited to join the Association (for information, email
Dr. Pinkney at andrea.pinkney@mcgill.ca) and CSASA-L (https://mailman.athabascau.ca/mailman/listinfo/csasa).

The 2019 Congress event that led to
the founding of CSASA was followed
by a community forum on the theme
of “Caste in Canada”; in this photo,
Jai Birdi of the Chetna Association
of Canada addressed the audience.
Above, we see the full panel of
speakers for the event.
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2019

AWARD

The Nehru Humanitarian Award

Every year, the annual Nehru Humanitarian Award is presented to a
UBC graduate student pursuing the political, historical, economic,
religious, social, or cultural study of India. This $1,000 scholarship
is made possible by the generous support of Dr. and Mrs. D. P.
Goel. The award is made on the recommendation of the Faculty of
Graduate and Postdoctoral Studies, in accordance with findings of an
interdisciplinary Adjudication Committee convened by the Centre for
India and South Asia Research.
Rudri Bhatt was declared the Nehru Humanitarian Award Winner
for 2019. Ms. Bhatt is an interdisciplinary environmental engineering
M a s t e r ’s o f S c i e n c e s t u d e n t a t t h e I n s t i t u t e f o r R e s o u r c e s ,
Environment, and Sustainability (IRES) and will continue in the
doctoral program in Fall 2020. She is interested in conducting
research on improving air quality and promoting the transition to
clean energy in India.

Ms. Bhatt speaking at the Nehru
Award Ceremony Event.

On March 12, 2020, she delivered a talk on her research entitled “Agricultural Waste Burning (AWB): A
wicked problem at the Food-Water-Energy nexus of India.” (See pg. 39). Ms. Bhatt’s important research
addresses the phenomenon of the post-harvest burning of crop remains in the fields in northern India, and
particularly the Punjab. This practice, which is deemed an economic and agricultural necessity by farmers,
regularly exposes millions of residents in the Indo-Gangetic Plain to high levels of fine particulate matter
air pollution that are approximately 100 times greater than the annual WHO standard for this pollutant.
Several in-situ and ex-situ residue management alternatives are potentially available to farmers in Punjab.
Yet there is insufficient adoption of these alternatives as farmers face financial and logistical challenges
that force them to continue burning paddy residue. Bhatt’s research addresses a key gap in the literature
and attempts to initiate a dialogue with the farmers on their perceptions of the risks and benefits of
burning paddy residue on the fields, enabling fuller understanding of the problem and possible solutions.
Her study also aims to incorporate farmer concerns about cleaner alternatives proposed by the Indian
government regarding, inter alia, soil nutrient retention, cost of equipment, labor and time required. This
will help suggest policy recommendations for government incentives and actions to help reduce residue
burning in Punjab, India.
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SEPT 1-30
2019
EXHIBITION

At the border: An exhibition of artists' work in response to
the Partition of Punjab

Th i s e x h i b i t i o n ( p i c t u re d h e re ) p re s e n t e d a
s e l e c t i o n o f t h e re s u l t s o f a v i s u a l a r t s a n d
community engagement project in 2018-9 that
explored the meaning and practice of “heritage”
in the Punjab, a linguistic and cultural region
divided in 1947 between the two successor states
to British colonial rule, Pakistan and India, and
connects this heritage to Canada. The exhibition
included work created within a larger overall
project called “Creative Interruptions” that was
originally initiated through a grant from the Arts
and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) UK.
Project leads Associate Professor Anne Murphy
(CISAR Director), Dr. Churnjeet Mahn (Strathclyde
University, Scotland), and Raghavendra Rao K.V.
(Visual Artist) worked with an international group
of artists to reflect on the border, what preceded
it, and how memories persist across it. Murphy
and Rao were founding members of the South
Asian Canadian Histories Association, which
received funding from the Partnership Recognition
Fund in UBC Community Engagement to support
the exhibition, in partnership with CISAR.
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CISAR EVENTS
SEPTEMBERDECEMBER
2019

SEPT 08
2019

SCREENING

A Celebration of the Life & Films of Girish Karnad and
Screening of Shyam Benegal's film, MANTHAN”

This screening and discussion was held in honour of the great playwright, actor, director, and activist Girish
Karnad, who passed away in 2019. It was presented after the Annual General Meeting for 2019 of the South
Asian Film Education Society (SAFES).

SEPT 12
2019
LECTURE

Camera Consciousness: Mirroring the Other

This talk allowed for reflection on the camera as a
consciousness device, and the ways in which it informs
a cross-platform, inter-disciplinary, expanded cinema
practice. Ethnographic by nature, cinematographic
in intent, the practice described entails an intense
engagement with the Other, seeking to transform both
as also the rasik /audience. In this talk Rajula Shah
asked if the camera as a microscope can access visions
and realities beyond the scope of everyday human
perception; if it can serve to educate the senses via a
re-orientation of desire; if it can aid in enquiring deeply
into the idea-l of being human inclusive of the sea,
mountain, tree, rain, sun and moon.

Part of the Visual and Material Culture Studies Seminar
S e r i e s a t Th e M u s e u m o f A n t h ro p o l o g y, a n d co sponsored by the Interdisciplinary Histories Research
Cluster and CISAR.
Drawing by Rajula Shah
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SEPT 19
2019
LECTURE

Language Politics and Policy in South Asia and the
Himalaya
In this retrospective of Sam Sonntag’s research
in Nepal, North India and Northeast India, she
considered the relationship between language
politics and language policy in North India and
Nepal.
Organized by the Himalaya Program, with CISAR
support.
Sam Sonntag is a Professor Emerita of Politics
at Humboldt State University in California and
Affiliate Professor at the University of Colorado,
Boulder.

Dr. Sonntag's talk was preceded by the CISAR Meet & Greet:
An office open-house, the event gave a chance for attendees to interact with CISAR’s staff, share chai
and snacks, and learn more about our upcoming events.
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SEPT 23
2019
LECTURE

The Great Hydraulic Transition: Colonial engineering and
the making of modern rivers in South Asia

The immense flowing rivers of South Asia from the sprawling Indus system in the West to the volatile
Irrawaddy in the East were turned into modern rivers through the course of British colonial rule in the
nineteenth century. This ‘great hydraulic transition’, Rohan D’Souza argues, was philosophically premised on
the need to separate land and water as two distinct non-overlapping natural domains. This was a transition
effected, in the main, by the interventions of colonial engineering with which rivers were quantified as
units of flow, disclosed by comprehensive control and harnessed with weirs, embankments and dams. The
introduction of colonial hydraulic infrastructure, in essence, was to sustain land as legal claim and to be
imagined as permanent ownership, while river flows were recast as resource.
Organized by the Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster in partnership with CISAR, the Departments of Asian
Studies and History, and the Science and Technology Studies Program.

SEPT 26
2019

LECTURE/DEMO

Bharatnatyam: Stories of Nayikas (Heroines) and Sakhis
(Heroine's Friends)
Part of the Green College Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia Series

This lecture/demonstration provided
a brief overview of the vocabulary of
Bharatanatyam by covering two types
of presentations in Indian Classical
dance - Nritta (pure dance) and Nritya
(storytelling). Dancers Arno Kamolika
(left) and Ashvini Sundaram (right)
each narrated and presented a love
story exploring different mental states
of a romantic heroine, either through
the lens of the heroine or the heroine’s
f r i e n d . Th i s eve n t wa s p a r t o f t h e
Green College Series: "Mehfil: Music,
Text and Performance of South Asia".
Organized by Green College, Asta
Alliance, and the Indian Classical Music
Society of Vancouver in collaboration
with the Centre for India and South Asia
Research.
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SEPT 28
2019

MEMORIAL

Women Who Named the Unnamed Pakistani Local Women
Heroes
In the recent past, four of Pakistan’s prominent
women artists/activists have passed away. Those
women are Sabeen Mahmud (activist, murdered
in Karachi), Fahmida Riaz (poet/activist), Asma
Jahangir (lawyer/HR activist), and Madeeha
Gauhar (Theatre actor/director/producer). Surrey
Muse Arts Society (SMAS), in collaboration
with South Asian Network for Secularism and
D e m o c ra c y ( S A N S A D) a n d t h e C o m m i t t e e
of Progressive Pakistani Canadians (CPPC),
produced a memorial program to present the
four women’s lives, and those of other important
women in Pakistan and beyond, and their life
long contributions to Pakistani society and to
international women’s movements.
Organized by Surrey Muse Arts Society (SMAS),
South Asian Network for Secularism and Democracy
(SANSAD), Committee of Progressive Pakistani
Canadians (CPPC), with the support of various
partners including CISAR.

OCT 03
2019
LECTURE

Awakened Villages: Liberation and Exclusion at the place
of Buddha’s Enlightenment in North India

The state of Bihar (the “land of vihara”) is frequently lauded by Indian
political leaders and Buddhist teachers as the “land of origins” and/
or homeland of Buddhism that has given rise to a pan-Asian, if not,
global religious movement. Outside of the obvious economic benefits
generated by Buddhist pilgrimage and religious tourism in Bodh Gaya,
there remains a deep disconnect and cultural divide among efforts to
rebuild an Indian Buddhist sangha, and the sacred power inscribed on the
landscape by extra-national Buddhist communities and diasporic groups,
like the Tibetans. Drawing on ethnographic research, Dr. Geary’s paper
examined how some of the Dalit villages located a short distance from
the Mahabodhi Temple encapsulate the diverse expressions, meanings
and contradictions of Indian Buddhism in the early twenty-first century.
David Geary, Assistant
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Organized by the Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster, in collaboration
with CISAR, the Department of Asian Studies, and the Robert H.N. Ho Family
Program in Buddhism and Contemporary Society.

Professor in the department
of Anthropolgy at UBCOkanagan.

OCT 04
2019
LECTURE

Do regimes matter? Comparing the politics of rights-based
activism in India and China

What explains the growth of rights-based activism, particularly through
appeals to the courts, law, and constitutionalism, in India and China? How
are these various rights justified, conceptualized, and pursued by state actors
and social forces in terms of their moral imaginaries, political strategies, and
social repertoires? Why have many prominent rights-based struggles in India
and China simultaneously demanded greater transparency, responsiveness,
and accountability from the state? What are their successes and failures
to date? Finally, does the trajectory of these developments underscore the
importance of regime-level differences or their declining significance?
Sanjay Ruparelia’s presentation addressed these questions by examining the
politics of rights-based legal activism from the era of Indira Gandhi and Deng
Xiaoping to Narendra Modi and Xi Jinping.

Sanjay Ruparelia,
Jarislowski Democracy
Chair, Ryerson University.

Organized by the Centre for India and South Asia Research with the Centre for the
Study of Democratic Institutions.

OCT 06
2019

SCREENING

"Reason: The War between Faith and Rationality" an
8-part, award-winning documentary by filmmaker Anand
Patwardhan

A group of more than 100 gathered to watch this ground-breaking documentary by India’s senior documentary
filmmaker, Anand Patwardhan, who was on site for discussion after the film.
Organized by The Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster, The Graduate School of Journalism, The Department of
Theatre & Film, The W. Maurice Young Centre for Applied Ethics, The School of Public Policy and Global Affairs, and
the South Asian Film Education Society (SAFES) & CISAR.

Anand Patwardhan is one
of India’s most prominent
documentary filmmakers.
Vivek (“Reason”) is an 8-part,
240 minute documentary about
the dismantling of secular
democracy in India today.
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OCT 10
2019
LECTURE

Caste Matters: The 4th Annual Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Lecture

Suraj Yengde is an award-winning scholar and
a c t i v i s t f ro m I n d i a , a n d t h e a u t h o r o f C a s t e
Matters. He is an inaugural postdoctoral fellow
at the Initiative for Institutional Anti-racism
a n d A c c o u n t a b i l i t y, S h o r e n s t e i n C e n t e r o n
Media, Politics and Public Policy at the Harvard
Kennedy School. Suraj is India’s first Dalit Ph.D.
holder from an African university (University
of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg). Suraj is
a published author in the field of Caste, Race,
Ethnicity studies, and inter-regional labor
migration in the global south. He is currently
involved in developing a critical theory of Dalit
and Black Studies.
The event was organized by CISAR with the Chetna
Association of Canada, The SFU Institute of
Humanities, the Dr. Hari Sharma Foundation, the
Department of Asian Studies, and the Robert H.N.
Ho Family Program in Buddhism and Contemporary
Society.

OCT 11
2019

LECTURE

Imagining Time in India: Persian Chroniclers and their
Interpreters
I n d i a wa s t h e s ce n e fo r t h e p ro d u c t i o n o f a va s t , i n te r n a l l y
diverse chronicle literature in Persian during the period 15001 9 0 0 C E . D u r i n g t h e n i n e te e n t h ce n t u r y, E u ro p e a n s c h o l a rs
(such as the famous Elliot and Dowson) made selective use of
this material to create the modern understanding of South Asian
history that remains dominant to the present. Shahzad Bashir
discussed concepts pertaining to time that undergird a variety of
understandings of the past in the original literature, and highlighted
matters left out by nineteenth-century interpreters and their later
followers invested in nationalist histories. The exploration was part
of a larger project aimed at questioning the framework for ‘Islamic’
history in modern scholarship.
Organized by the Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster with the
Early Modern History Cluster in the Department of History, and cosponsored by CISAR and the Department of Asian Studies.
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OCT 16
2019

CONCERT

Singing Nanak: Anahata Sabd (The Unstruck Melody)
Part of the Green College Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia Series

In this special concert, in the intimate setting of
Green College's Coach House, Chaar Yaar wove a
musical journey through the sacred texts of the first
Sikh Master, Guru Nanak Dev, celebrating the cosmic
and the worldly, the transient and the timeless,
t h e s e l f a n d i t s o t h e r. Th i s w a s t h e i r g ra t e f u l
remembrance of the Guru in the 550th year after his
birth.
The group Chaar Yaar came into existence about 17
years ago. As the name Chaar Yaar or "Four Friends"
suggests, it comprises 4 musicians: Composer,
vocalist, poet Madan Gopal Singh, guitarist and
banjo player Deepak Castelino, sarod player Pritam
Ghosal and the multiple percussionist Amjad Khan.
This event was part of the Green College Series
"Mehfil: Music, Text, and Performance of South
Asia," and was made possible by the Interdisciplinary
Histories Research Cluster and Green College.

This year there were two special programs at UBC that celebrated Guru Nanak and the Sikh tradition:
this concert, and a talk by Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh on November 28, 2019, at the Centre for India and
South Asia Research. These events worked together to allow for creative and intellectual celebration of
the founder of the Sikh tradition, Guru Nanak, and the tradition he initiated.
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OCT 17
2019
LECTURE

Disputed Pasts, Violent Present: Examining Anti-Muslim
Discourses in Contemporary India

Since the 2014 formation of the central government by the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in India, violence
against minorities has increased significantly. Of particular note is the violence against Indian Muslims,
the largest religious minority in India. Databases compiled by different civil society organisations have
documented incidents of Muslims being lynched to death, mostly on accusations of cow slaughter or petty
theft.
This talk, by JNU Ph.D candidate Heba Ahmed, examined the discourse of anti-Muslim violence in
contemporary India, and attempted to answer why hate crimes against Muslims are rising with little public
indignation. Violence against Muslims in India today was interrogated vis-à-vis India’s anti-colonial/
postcolonial pasts, which witnessed militant ‘cow protection movements’ in which the beef-eating Indian
Muslim was identified as the chief antagonist. Indian Muslims have also been burdened with the guilt of the
Partition of India. The cumulative effect of these disputed pasts is that in the present, Muslims can hardly take
legal recourse against the hate crimes committed against them without being further victimised. This has led
to Indian Muslims existing under conditions of what Judith Butler has called “precarious life” (2004).
Organized by the Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster, in collaboration with the Centre for India and South
Asia Research and the Department of Asian Studies. It is part of a series of events this fall that have addressed the
growing intolerance in India.
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Upper left image provided by speaker, remainder from the event.

OCT 24
2019

Dhrupud as a Progression in Multiple Dimensions

LECTURE

Part of the Green College Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia Series

OCT 26
2019

Shastra Aur Prayoga: Intersections between Text and
Practice in Indian Classical Performing Arts

CONFERENCE

Part of the Green College Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia Series
The Shastra Aur Prayoga Conference explored the intersections between text and practice in Indian performing art traditions by bringing together academics, musicians, dancers, and connoisseurs in dialogue. The conference, the brainchild of the Indian Classical
Music Society of Vancouver and Asta Alliance, allowed for analysis of topics in Indian
classical performing arts through a multidisciplinary lens. It represented the breadth of
Indian classical performing arts within and outside of India. The conference was divided
into a symposium and a concert. The symposium consisted of a lecture by Dr. Mandakranta Bose, and a panel discussion with various scholars, performers, and teachers. The
concert portion highlighted the performative aspect of Indian classical performing arts
traditions. This event was part of the Green College Series: "Mehfil: Music, Text and
Performance of South Asia".
This event was organized by the Indian Classical Music Society of Vancouver and Asta Alliance, with support from CISAR, UBC Green College, UBC School of Music, UBC Bangladeshi
Students Association, UBC Pakistani Students Association, UTSAV – UBC Indian Students Association, and UBC Sargam.
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NOV 02
2019

DISCUSSION

Patterns of Political Violence: 35 Years Since 1984

This day-long event addressed the violence against Sikhs in
India in 1984, its impact, and the ways in which it connects
with political violence that has been enacted before and
since in the context of the post-colonial state of India.
It featured two filmmakers from India visiting Canada to
screen and discuss their films, as well as one scholar and
two journalists whose work intersects with these patterns
of political violence. Teenaa Kaur's film, "1984 - When
the Sun Didn’t Rise," provides a comprehensive account of
the Sikh women in Delhi who survived the 1984 massacre
and their continuing fight for justice. Nakul Sawhney's
"Muzaffarnagar Baaqi Hai" or "Muzaffarnagar Remains,"
documents the orchestrated "riots" against Muslims in a
small city in Uttar Pradesh, an incident that is widely held to
have enabled the victory of the Bharatiya Janata Party or BJP
at the national level in 2014. Neha Dixit is an independent
journalist who has done ground-breaking work on violence
against women and communal violence in India; in 2016 she
exposed the trafficking of adivasi girls for "hinduization."
Kaur, Sawhney and Dixit were joined by local scholar Kamal
Arora (Ph.D., UBC), whose disser tation addresses the
experience of women in the "women's colony" that Kaur's
film addresses, and Gurpreet Singh, a local journalist who
has written widely on politics and violence in India today —
and connections to the Indo Canadian community.
Organized by the Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster, in
collaboration with the Centre for India and South Asia Research,
the Department of Asian Studies, and with the support of the
Office of the Dean of Arts, SANSAD, and the Dr. Hari Sharma
Foundation.

NOV 07
2019
LECTURE

Top image is from the event,
lower two images are film stills.

Fanning the Flames: the Zxx Study and Maternal and Infant
Health Canada's Research

Will the re-emergence of traditional health knowledge in India, in the form of the AYUSH Ministry and
otherwise, improve the health of women and children? Maternal and Infant Health Canada presented their ideas
on this issue, as a work in progress. The ZXX project was also presented by Dr. Shroff and her students – it is an
oral herstory study conducted by and for the Parsi community. Farah Shroff is an adjunct professor with UBC
Vancouver's School of Population and Public Health.
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NOV 08
2019
LECTURE

The Return of Chen Ching Lin: A Chinese Deserter in the
British Raj, 1943-46
During World War II, more than fifty thousand Chinese soldiers were sent
to India for training. Many of them, however, deserted from the army and
made their livings across India. Chen Ching Lin was one of these deserters.
Focusing on the trajectory of Chen Ching Lin's trip in India from 1943 to
1946, this presentation not only unearthed the little-known experience of
the Chinese deserters in India, but also explored how the Chinese nationalist
government's aim to discipline the overseas Chinese communities conflicted
with the agenda of the British geopolitics. It was further contended that
modern Chinese and Indian history could be integrated into a single narrative
framework from subaltern perspectives.
Co-sponsored by the Centre for Chinese Research and CISAR.

NOV 14
2019
LECTURE

Law, Empire and the Institutional Conditions of Sikh
Citizenship in British Columbia, 1900-1947

Until 1947, Sikh and South Asian populations were denied legal citizenship in Canada. Yet, archival records
gesture to the complex institutional apparatuses that mediated the political status of Sikh communities
in British Columbia before and after they were enfranchised. This talk pursued the specific forms of Sikh
citizenship that emerged and transformed through the workings of gurdwaras, lumber mills, and diasporic
presses, especially as they figured in the political landscapes of empire and racial nationalism.
Organized by the Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster, in collaboration with the Centre for India and South
Asia Research and the Department of Asian Studies and the Law and Society Interdisciplinary Program.

Bonar Buffam,
Associate Professor
of Sociology at UBC
Okanagan.
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NOV 15
2019

SCREENING

Crisis in Kashmir: How we got here and what is happening?
Film screening and discussion
This screening of "Jashan-e-Azadi" ("How We Celebrate
Freedom"), with filmmaker Sanjay Kak, was the first of two
events organized in fall 2019 to provide an opportunity
for members of the UBC community to learn more about
the history of the Kashmir conflict, and understand more
fully what is at stake in the revocation of the special
constitutional status of Kashmir in India in 2019.

Still from Jashan-e-Azadi.

NOV 19
2019
LECTURE

Organized by the Centre for India and South Asia Research, with
the support of the Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster,
and Stand with Kashmir UBC.

Ground Down by Growth: Tribe, Caste, Class and Inequality
in 21st Century India

Alpa Shah (London School of Economics and Political Science)
presented her co-authored ‘Ground Down by Growth: Tribe, Caste, Class
and Inequality in 21st Century India’, listed as a 2018 Book of the Year
by The Hindu newspaper. While the world marvels at India’s economic
growth rates, inequality is rising and the country’s ‘untouchable’ and
‘tribal’ communities – who make up a staggering one in twenty-five
people across the globe – remain at the bottom of the economic and
social hierarchy. How and why is this the case? In conversation with
economists, a team of anthropologists lived with Adivasis (‘tribes’) and
Dalits (‘untouchables’) in five different sites across India to answer this
question. They show how capitalism is entrenching social difference,
transforming traditional forms of identity-based discrimination into
new mechanisms of exploitation and oppression. Inherited inequalities
of power are merging with the super-exploitation of migrant labour,
and the conjugated oppression of class, caste, tribe and gender.
The struggles against these inequalities were also considered.
Co-sponsored by the Department of Anthropology, Department of Asian
Studies, South Asian Network for Secularism and Democracy (SANSAD),
David Lam Centre (SFU), School for International Studies (SFU), Institute
for the Humanities (SFU), and Indian Summer Festival.
Dr. Shah also spoke on Friday November 22, 6-7:30 p.m., at SFU
Harbour Centre on her book Nightmarch: Among India's Revolutionary
Guerillas.
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NOV 20
2019
LECTURE

Paradoxes of the Popular: Crowd Politics in Bangladesh

In this talk, Nusrat S. Chowdhury (Amherst College)
discussed her new book, Paradoxes of the Popular:
Crowd Politics in Bangladesh, in which she makes a
compelling case for the crowd as a defining feature
and a foundational force of democratic practices in
South Asia. She argues that crowds are a true political
pharmakon in the sense that they are both solutions
and scapegoats in performances of popular politics.

NOV 21
2019
LECTURE

Coming of Age in Macholand: Exploring the Intersections
of Media, Masculinity and Transnational Migration in
Punjab

Harjant Gill, Associate Professor

What does it mean to be a successful man in Punjab today?
Through on-going ethnographic research and filmmaker, Dr.
Harjant Gill explored the various nuances of contemporary Punjabi
masculinity. In a state increasingly transformed by globalization,
becoming a transnational migrant is synonymous with becoming
successful. Through interviews, documentary film, film and
media analysis and written scholarship, Dr. Gill explored the
transformations in gender relations, development of masculinities,
and the role caste, class and transnational mobility plays in shaping
everyday life in Punjab. Dr. Gill also spoke in two UBC classes
during his visit to campus.

of Anthropology, Towson
University
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NOV 25
2019
LECTURE

Infrastructures of Occupation: Dams, Development, and
the Politics of Integration in Kashmir
Dr. Mona Bhan (Syracuse University) analyzed the relationship
between dam building, border wars, and India's settler colonial
politics in Kashmir, particularly in the aftermath of the removal of
Articles 370 and 35A that maintained Kashmir's semi-autonomous
status in the Indian union. Dr. Bhan discussed how controlling vital
Himalayan rivers fortifies Hindu reimaginings of Kashmiri territory
while forcibly integrating the region into India's extractive economy.
This was the second of two events focusing on Kashmir.

Mona Bhan is Associate Professor of
Anthropology, Syracuse University

NOV 28
2019
LECTURE

Co-sponsored by the Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster, the
Centre for India and South Asia Research, the Institute for Asian Research,
the Himalaya Program, Science and Technology Studies, the Department
of Anthropology, and the School of Public Policy and Global Affairs.

A Celebration of Guru Nanak

This special talk was held in honour of the 550th anniversary
of the birth of Guru Nanak, founder of the Sikh tradition, with
Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh (Colby College).
We celebrated Guru Nanak’s 550th birthday by remembering
his joyous aesthetics in this talk. Could the dexterous
jeweler working away with his anvil and hammer, bellows
and fire in the final stanza of the Japji (#38) be the Guru
himself? For sure, it is an amazingly creative performance —
simultaneously poetic, musical, artistic.
Dr. Nikky-Guninder Kaur Singh is the Crawford Professor and
head of the Department of Religious Studies at Colby College. Her
interests focus on Asian Religions, feminist issues, and sacred
art and poetry. Dr. Singh has published extensively in the field
of Sikh studies. Her books include Of Sacred and Secular Desire:
An Anthology of Lyrical Writings from the Punjab (IB Tauris 2012),
Sikhism: An Introduction (IB Tauris 2011), Cosmic Symphony (Sahitya
Akademy, 2008), Birth of the Khalsa (SUNY 2005), Feminine Principle
in the Sikh Vision of the Transcendent (Cambridge University Press,
1993), Sikhism (Facts on File, translated into Japanese, 1993), and
The Name of My Beloved (Harper Collins1995; Penguin 2001). She
has authored over 100 articles and chapters, and has delivered more
than 250 lectures nationally and internationally.
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CISAR EVENTS
JANUARYAUGUST
2020

JAN 23
2020
LECTURE

Exploring the Health Research Priorities of the South Asian
Community

While South Asians represent the largest visible minority population in Canada, they make up a very small
percentage of research participants. Barriers to participation include fear, mistrust, language, cultural
differences, and poor understanding of what research entails. The South Asian Health Research Collaborative
(SAHRC) has collaborated with various community organisations within the South Asian community to
explore the health research priorities of the South Asian community and to expand the capacity for health
research. By working with the South Asian community, SAHRC hopes to empower the community in
identifying the research areas that they want explored and to increase the South Asian representation in
health research.

The South Asian Health Research Collaborative (SAHRC) is a group of researchers and patients from
the South Asian community, health providers, and decision makers. SAHRC is committed to building
strong, lasting relationships in the South Asian community and to helping build awareness about
health research and its importance. The Health Research Priority Setting initiative will help create the
foundation for future health research projects for the South Asian community.
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JAN 30
2020
LECTURE

Worldly Divine Love: Women and public performances of
sung poetry in South Asia
Part of the Green College Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia Series

Mobilizing postcolonial and contemporary gender studies theoretical
frameworks, the presenter discussed and showcased secular and religious
repertoires, ranging from the songs performed by the tawaif-s (courtesans)
to the sung poetry associated with spiritual contexts and practices. Delving
into the social norms that in Pre-Partition India prevented women from
becoming professional singers, the speaker described the public sphere
of music performances dominated by male-restricted mehfils. Based on
several years of fieldwork in South Asia, and rigorous musical training
under the guidance of renowned singers of Indian music, Dr. Cassio’s talk
explored two opposite expressions of ‘love’—as portrait in the tawaifs’
songs and in the Sikh kirtan repertoire—whose nuances go beyond the
(colonial) binary categories of secular and ‘religious’, dissolving into
the spiritual dimension of the sung poetry, in which the ‘beloved’ is
disembodied. This event was Part of the Green College series, "Mehfil:
Music, Text and Performance of South Asia"

Dr. Francesca Cassio is
Professor of Music at Hofstra
University (NY) and since 2011
holds the Sardarni Harbans
Kaur Chair in Sikh Musicology,
the first academic position of
its kind in the United States.

FEB 06
2020
LECTURE

Crossing the borders: Saadat Hasan Manto

Manto’s controversial approach to fiction writing and equally
unconventional lifestyle have earned him many admirers, and also fierce
critics. His thoughts on Partition, literature and life in general still resonate
with the modern-day South Asian society and were explored in this
presentation.
Kresimir Krnic works as a senior lecturer at the Department of Indology and FarEastern Studies at the University of Zagreb. His research focuses on contemporary
Hindi-Urdu literature and Valmiki's Ramayana.
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FEB 5 & 25
2020
PANEL

What is happening in India?

After the passage of the Citizenship Amendment Act (or CAA) in December 2019, massive protests took
place across India. The Act makes members of selected minority religious communities from nearby states
eligible for “fast-tracked” citizenship. Muslims are not included, meaning that migrants fleeing discrimination
and violence who are Muslim, such as the Rohingyas or Ahmediyas, are not eligible. The CAA itself cannot
be understood without reference to the NRC, the National Register of Citizens, which has been enacted in
the state of Assam to determine who is a rightful citizen of India and who is not, and has been proposed
for implementation across the country. The United States Commission on International Religious Freedom,
or USCIRF, described the National Register of Citizens exercise in Assam in a November 2019 issue brief
as a “tool to target religious minorities, and, in particular, render Indian Muslims stateless,”¹ and Jeremy
Laurence, spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, called the CAA “fundamentally
discriminatory in nature.”²
The Centre for India and South Asia Research and the Institute for Asian Research at UBC’s School of Public
Policy and Global Affairs (SPPGA) organized two events in February 2020 to address these developments,
with the goal of providing opportunities for the UBC community to understand better what the Act—
and the protests—mean. The event on February 5 included Joanna Chiu (Journalist), Muhammad Zaman
(Anthropologist, Consultant), Dionne Bunsha (journalist), Lara Jesani (Lawyer; speaking online from India),
and Milind Kandlikar (UBC Faculty); on February 25, it featured: Sara Shneiderman (UBC Anthropology/
SPPGA); Nakul Sawhney (filmmaker, speaking online from India) and Gurpreet Singh (journalist, radio host,
editor). SPPGA students participated in both events.
These “Teach Ins” were initiated to provide a space for respectful exchange, where speakers could share
their insights freely and where students and others could ask questions. However, at both sessions, several
audience members repeatedly disrupted speakers and ignored requests to withhold their interventions.
Professor Max Cameron, Acting Director of the School of Public Policy and Global Affairs, Professor Tim
Cheek, Director of the Institute for Asian Research, and Professor Anne Murphy, CISAR Director, co-authored
a response to these disruptions, in support of a respectful environment and academic freedom: https://
sppga.ubc.ca/news/ensuring-academic-freedom-and-a-respectful-environment-statement-from-sppgafaculty/
CISAR will continue to engage with unfolding events in South Asia, and the rest of the world, in support of
critical dialogue and debate.
¹ https://www.uscirf.gov/sites/default/files/2019%20India%20Issue%20Brief%20-%20Religious%20Freedom%20
Implications.pdf; see discussion: https://scroll.in/latest/943924/nrc-is-a-tool-to-render-indian-muslims-stateless-saysus-federal-panel-on-religious-freedom

² Pre ss Bri e fi n g o n I n d i a, 1 3 D ecem ber 2 01 9, h ttps://www.o h ch r.o rg /E N /N ewsEve n ts/Page s/DisplayNews.
aspx?NewsID=25425&LangID=E
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FEB 13
2020

LECTURE

Fourth Annual International Mother Language Day
Celebration at UBC

This annual event featured multiple presenters,
i n c l u d i n g a ke y n o t e a d d re s s b y P ro f e s s o r
Bonnie Norton (Language & Literacy Education,
Fa c u l t y o f E d u c a t i o n ) , a p r e s e n t a t i o n b y
community guest Halchigul Pattar (Uyghur
Community Member and Activist), and multilingual performances.
U N E SCO p ro c l a i m e d I n te r n a t i o n a l M o t h e r
Language Day (IMLD) in 1999 to celebrate and
protect the diverse languages of the world.
IMLD represents an effort to honor people’s
right to speak their mother tongues, to preserve
their culture and identity, and to safeguard
the many endangered languages of the world.
In more specific terms, it is also a tribute
to the sacrifices of many in the movement
for the preservation of the Bengali language
in Bangladesh. Since 2000, IMLD has been
celebrated around the world as well as in the
Lower Mainland of British Columbia. Every year
IMLD is celebrated at CISAR with multilingual
presentations, performances, and multicultural
festivities, representing diverse languages from
around the world.
Organized by the Centre for India and South
Asia Research, and co-sponsored by the UBC
Bangladesh Students Association, the Dr. Hari
Sharma Foundation, the Centre for Community
Engaged Learning, and the Centre for Korean
Research, the Centre for Japanese Research, &
the Centre for Chinese Research, Institute for
Asian Research, School of Public Policy and Global
Affairs.
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FEB 27
2020

CONCERT

From Mira to Bulhe Shah: Songs of Reason and Passion.
Mukhtiyar Ali in Concert
Part of the Green College Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia Series

This "baithak" or intimate-setting musical performance featured Sufi and Bhakti music from South Asia, with
Rajasthani performer Mir Mukhtiyar Ali and his accompanist, Rakesh Kumar. This event was part of the
Green College series, "Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia".
Organized by the Centre for India and South Asia Research and Green College, co-sponsored by the Department of
Asian Studies.

Mir Mukhtiyar Ali represents a generations-long lineage of
Mirasi folk musicians in Rajasthan.

FEB 28
2020

CONCERT

A Concert of Sufi and Bhakti Music with Mukhtiyar Ali

This concert was held
in association with the
South Asia Conference
of the Pacific Northwest,
hosted by SFU, and was
made possible by a special
partnership between SFU
with the Centre for India
and South Asia Research,
Green College, and the
Department of Asian
Studies at UBC.
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FEB 29
2020

WORKSHOP

Vocal Workshop with Sufi Singer Mukhtiyar Ali
Part of the Green College Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia Series

Held in conjunction with Mir Mukhtiyar Ali's performance on February 27th at Green College, this workshop
introduced participants to the world of Rajasthani devotional music. Ali recounted his personal journey as
a musician, and the changes that have taken place in the last forty years for his community of traditional
musicians, the Mirasi community, of Rajasthan. He then led the group in singing several songs by Kabir,
accompanied by percussionist Rakesh Kumar.
This event was organized by the Centre for India and South Asia Research in collaboration with UBC Green College,
the Pakistani Students Association, and the Department of Asian Studies.

MAR 12
2020
LECTURE

Agricultural Waste Burning (AWB): A wicked problem at
the Food-Water-Energy nexus of India

Rice farmers in Northern India burn the rice “stubble” left in the fields after a harvest in order to clear land
for the next sowing season. During several weeks in the burning season, from 15 October to 15 November,
the half a billion residents of the Indo-Gangetic Plain, including those living in the national capital New Delhi,
are routinely exposed to levels of local air pollution, particularly of PM 2.5 (fine particulate matter) that are
approximately 100 times greater than the annual WHO standard for this important pollutant. Despite a ban
on AWB under the National Policy for Management of Crop Residue (NPMCR) and National Green Tribunal
Act (NGT), more than 48,000 fires were reported in 2019. IRES student Rudri Bhatt’s research addresses a
key gap in the literature on this phenomenon, bringing a multi-disciplinary perspective to bear on this “wicked”
problem.
Organized by CISAR with the support of the Institute for Resources, Environment and Sustainability.
Bhatt was the recipient of the Nehru Humanitarian Award for 2019. (See pg. 16 for details.)
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MAR-MAY
2020
FESTIVAL

Sahabhava: A Virtual Indian Classical Music and Dance
Festival

Sahabhava is a Sanskrit word
for coexistence, community,
and coming together. The
festival featured primarily
Vancouver-based musicians,
dancers, and scholars who
presented online to bring
people together through
artistic harmony. Proceeds
went towards providing
honorariums for our featured
presenters.
This series was organized as
a response to the COVID-19
crisis, as performing artists
were unable to seek gig
employment, nor could they
teach in-person instruction.
All virtual events were
accessible to donors via
livestream (Zoom) and a
private online archive.
The festival was curated by the
Indian Classical Music Society
of Vancouver (ICMSV) and
Asta Alliance, with the support
of the Centre for India and
South Asia Research (CISAR),
the Society for Indian Music
and Arts (SIMA), and Nritya
PSU. CISAR was pleased to be
a founding supporter of this
initiative, as a creative and
sustaining response to the
Covid-19 crisis.
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Photos courtesy of Akhil Jobanputra.

AUG 4 & 18
2020
SERIES

Enaging Today

In August 2020, CISAR hosted a virtual series titled
"Engaging Today," meant to engage and connect with
our colleagues and allies in the USA, and to support
s o l i d a r i ty- b u i l d i n g a c ro s s a n d fo r a l l ra c i a l i ze d
communities, in support of the Black Lives Matter
movement. The first talk, held on August 4th, detailed
the link between the history of the South Asian
American community and the struggle against antiBlack racism in the United States. Through stories
f ro m t h e a rc h i ve , S o u t h A s i a n A m e r i c a n D i g i t a l
Archive Co-Founder and Executive Director, Samip
Mallick, demonstrated the urgent need for solidarities
between South Asians and Black Americans and the
work that needs to be done within the community.

The second, held on August 18th, was a talk on
the connections between anti-Blackness and
caste apartheid in the South Asian diaspora. The
talk was facilitated by Anita Lal, the founder
and Director for Poetic Justice Foundation, and
f e a t u re d Th e n m o z h i S o u n d a ra ra j a n , a D a l i t
t ra n s m e d i a a r t i s t a n d E xe c u t i ve D i re c t o r o f
Equality Labs, and Shaista Aziz Patel, Assistant
P ro f e s s o r o f C r i t i c a l M u s l i m S t u d i e s a t t h e
University of California, San Diego. As progressive
South Asians move towards ending white
supremacy and anti-Blackness, the panelists
a r g u e d we m u s t a l s o u n d o o u r ow n i n t e r n a l
hegemonies of caste, language, geography, gender,
sexuality, and religion.
The first talk was co-presented with the University of the Fraser Valley, with the support of the UBC Interdisciplinary
Histories Research Cluster, as well as the Poetic Justice Foundation and Equality Labs. The second talk was copresented with the Poetic Justice Foundation, and made possible with the support of the Institute for Asian Research,
the South Asian American Digital Archive, and the Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster.
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Due to the circumstances around coronavirus safety precautions,
CISAR cancelled these events scheduled for the remainder of the term.

MAR 26
2020
LECTURE

Dalit Performativity and Masculine Normativity?
Considering the life and works of Sant Ram Udasi and
Amar Singh Chamkila
Part of the Green College Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia Series

In exploring the lives and works of two Punjabi singers who came from Dalit backgrounds, the accuracy
and relevance of this caste positioning is put into question. Udasi was a Naxalite revolutionary with some
sympathy to Sikh separatist forces in the early 1980s, and Chamkila was known for his lascivious lyrics and
died in a violent encounter, blamed on Khalistanis. In comparison to Paash, the renowned leftist poet of the
1980s, these two characters are neglected, repeating caste privilege and thus justifying the appellation Dalit in
relation to caste. In exploring these poet-performers the question of gender is prominent, as Iqbal Kaur (Udasi’s
daughter) continues his legacy in propagating his ideology, and Ginni Mahi asserts a positive ‘Chamar’ identity
through Ravidas and Ambedkar, disrupting the hypermasculine has emerged to assert overtones of Punajabi
pop aesthetics. This event was part of the Green College series, "Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South
Asia".
Professor Virinder S Kalra is Head of the Sociology department at the University of Warwick. His research interests are in
the popular culture of Punjab and its diaspora.

Co-sponsored by the Department of Asian Studies.

APR 02
2020

LECTURE/
PERFORMANCE

Twelfth Annual Harjit Kaur Sidhu Memorial Program:
"Challenging gender/caste society in Punjab: Outlining a
feminist praxis"

The Harjit Kaur Sidhu Memorial Program celebrates the rich life of Punjabi language and culture and its
importance in BC, in memory of a woman who shared such passions. This annual event presents awards to
winners of a student Punjabi-language essay contest; a lifetime achievement award for BC-based Punjabi
language writer; and performances by UBC Punjabi language students. Dr. Navtej Purewal of SOAS was due to
give a special presentation on "Challenging gender/caste society in Punjab: Outlining a feminist praxis".
Navtej Purewal (PhD in Development Studies, Lancaster University) is an inter-disciplinary social scientist whose work
focuses on the political sociology of South Asia. Her research interests and publications span a range of disciplines.
methodologies and methods. She focuses on the dialectical relationship between the political and the social, with a strong
interest in gender, structural violence, social change and the on-going bordering processes across the region of South Asia.
Her new co-authored book Beyond Religion in India and Pakistan: Gender and Caste, Borders and Boundaries (Bloomsbury,
2019) is based on extensive field research in the region of Punjab, spanning India and Pakistan, where gender and caste
frame social structures through patriarchy, caste ideology and evolving social and political forms.

Organized by the Department of Asian Studies, with the support of CISAR and the Office of the Dean of Arts.
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APR 23
2020
LECTURE

The Art of the Tillana
Part of the Green College Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia Series

The Tillana is a specific musical form of South Indian classical music that incorporates an attractive melodic
structure into a strong rhythmic framework, and is also commonly featured in classical Indian (Bharatanatyam
or Kuchipudi) dance performances. After providing a brief introduction to basic elements of South Indian
classical music such as raga and tala, Dr. Ramanan was to give a brief history of the evolution of the tillana
and present different types of tillana compositions, while highlighting their stylistic differences. This event was
part of the Green College series, "Mehfil: Music, Text and Performance of South Asia".
Co-sponsored by the Department of Asian Studies.
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APPENDIX A:

B U D G E T OV E RV I E W
Every year, the Centre for India and South Asia Research is supported by an endowment
that provides funds for its ongoing activities. In 2019-2020 the endowment was spent as
follows:

SUMMARY BUDGET

CISAR

Student staff/designer honorarium & printing of Annual Report

5750

Events (honoraria, co-sponsorship)
Includes Buddhist Homelands Conference in Summer 2019,
Anand Patwardhan film co-sponsorship,
visit by Harjant Gill to UBC for talk & film screenings and class visit.

1642

Co-sponsorship by CISAR of external events with community partners

800

Mehfil Series with Green College, total CISAR spending
(Includes the regular series, the Shastra aur Prayog conference,
and the visiting professorship)

5105

Ambedkar Annual Lecture (with numerous UBC and external partners)

750

Graduate student conference support

500

Event catering (roughly, for smaller CISAR events/talks, overall)

2000

Sahabhava (partnership with ICMSV, post-Covid-19, online)

700
17247

This budget, however, does not represent the full financial commitment to CISAR's
programming, because many other contributions have been made by other entities at UBC,
and from outside the University.
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In summary, the CISAR budget was augmented by the following funds:
Green College, approximately $9500, in support of the Series "Mehfil: Music, Text
and Performance of South Asia," and through the Cecil H. and Ida Green Visiting
Pro fe ss o rs h i p a t G re e n Co l l e ge fo r I n d i a n fo l k m u s i c i a n M u k h t i ya r A l i a n d h i s
accompanist, Rakesh Kumar.
Other entities at UBC, for a total of approximately $46, 300 (in order of level of
commitment): The Interdisciplinary Histories Research Cluster, the Buddhism and
Contemporary Society Program, the Department of Asian Studies, the Dean of Arts, other
Centres in the Institute of Asian Research and the IAR itself, and others.
External Partners (particularly for the Annual Ambedkar lecture, see below): $5750
The total budget in support of CISAR activities over the last year was therefore $77,297.
For example, our annual Ambedkar event is supported by the Dr. Hari Sharma Foundation,
the Chetna Association of Canada, and the Institute of Humanities at Simon Fraser
University, with internal UBC support from CISAR, the Department of Asian Studies, and
the Program in Buddhism and Contemporary Society. This year, the University of California
at Davis provided additional support, and the Lecture occurred there as well.
We can see a wide range of supporters for other special events this year. For example,
the film screening of "Reason," with Anand Patwardhan, was supported by CISAR, the
Interdisicplinary Histories Research Cluster, the Centre for Applied Ethics, and the
Department of Theatre and Film; the November 2 event "Patterns of Political Violence: 35
Years since 1984" was organized by CISAR and the Interdisciplinary Histories Research
Cluster, with support from the South Asian Network for Secularism and Democracy
(SANSAD), the Dr. Hari Sharma Foundation, the Dean of Arts, and the Department of Asian
Studies.

45

APPENDIX B:

L I ST O F E V E N TS 2 01 9 -2 02 0
S e p t e m b e r - D e ce m b e r 2 01 9
SEPT 08 | A Celebration of the life & films of Girish Karnad and screening of Shyam
Benegal's Film, "MANTHAN"
SEPT 12 | Camera Consciousness: Mirroring the Other
SEPT 19 | Language Politics and Policy in South Asia and the Himalaya
SEPT 23 | Colonial Engineering and the Making of Modern Rivers in South Asia
SEPT 26 | Bharatanatyam: Stories of Nayikas (Heroines) and Sakhis (Heroine's Friends)
SEPT 28 | Women Who Named the Unnamed - Pakistani & Local Women Heroes
OCT 03 | Liberation and Exclusion at the place of Buddha's Enlightenment in North India
OCT 04 | Do Regimes Matter? Comparing the Politics of Rights-based Activism in India
and China
OCT 06 | "Reason": Documentary screening and discussion with the filmmaker
OCT 10 | Caste Matters: The Fourth Annual Dr. B.R. Ambedkar Annual Lecture
OCT 11 | Imagining Time in India: Persian Chroniclers and their Interpreters
OCT 16 | Singing Nanak: Anahata Sabd (The Unstruck Melody)
OCT 17 | Examining Anti-Muslim Discourses in Contemporary India
OCT 24 | Dhrupad as Progression in Multiple Dimensions
OCT 26 | Shastra Aur Prayog: Text and Practice in Indian Classical Performing Traditions
NOV 02 | Patterns of Political Violence: 35 Years Since 1984
NOV 07 | Fanning the Flames: the Zxx Study and Maternal and Infant Health Canada's
Research
NOV 14 | Law, Empire, and the Institutional Conditions of Sikh Citizenship in British
Columbia
NOV 15 | Crisis in Kashmir: How we got here and what is happening
NOV 19 | Ground Down by Growth: Tribe, Caste, Class, and Inequity in the 21st Century
NOV 20 | Paradoxes of the Popular: Crowd Politics in Bangladesh
NOV 21 | Exploring the Intersections of Media, Masculinity, and Transnational Migration
in Punjab
NOV 25 | Infrastructures of Occupation: Dams, Development, and the Politics of
Integration in Kashmir
NOV 28 | A Celebration of Guru Nanak
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J a n u a r y - A u g u s t 2 02 0
JAN 23 | Exploring the Health Research Priorities of the South Asian Community
JAN 30 | Worldly Divine Love: Women and public performances of sung poetry in South
Asia
FEB 5 & 25 | What is Happening in India? Teach-Ins
FEB 06 | Crossing the borders: Saadat Hasan Manto
FEB 13 | Fourth Annual International Mother Language Day Celebration at UBC
FEB 27 | From Mira to Bulhe Shah: Songs of Reason and Passion - Mukhtiyar Ali in
Concert
FEB 28 | A Concert of Sufi and Bhakti Music with Mukhtiyar Ali
FEB 29 | Vocal Workshop with Sufi Singer Mukhtiyar Ali
MAR 12 | Agricultural Waste Burning (AWB): A wicked problem at the Food-WaterEnergy nexus of India
MAR-MAY | Sahabhava: A Virtual Indian Classical Music & Dance Festival
AUG 4 & 18 | Engaging Today
CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19
MAR 26 | Dalit Performativity and Masculine Normativity? Considering the life and works
of Sant Ram Udasi and Amar Singh Chamkila
APR 02 | Twelfth Annual Harjit Kaur Sidhu Memorial Program: "Challenging gender/
caste society in Punjab: Outlining a feminist praxis"
APR 23 | The Art of the Tillana
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